
 
 

KP2's Young Life - Ho'ailona 
By Dana Jones 

 
 

Aloha Everyone, 
  
It’s been a while since we’ve posted any monk seal preservation stories.  So here 
goes.  I wanted to share a happy story with you.  Not all seals are “Gone but not 
forgotten”.  Many of our seal Ohana are out there on the beaches in the Main 
Hawaiian Islands, basking, foraging, and having pups. 
  
One of our happiest stories is about a pup born in 2008.  May 1st, Lei Day, May Day, 
to be exact.  He would grow up to become one of the most important seals, so far, 
that has ever been born on a Main Hawaiian Island. 
  
Many of you may know the story of KP2, thanks to Dr. 
Terri Williamson and her research and her follow-up 
fabulous book.  If you haven’t read it, and if you are a 
Hawaiian Monk Seal enthusiast, then get yourself a copy 
and enjoy. 
  
This will be a VERY condensed version of KP2’s early life 
story here in the Main Islands.  The list of caregivers and 
rehab volunteers and professionals is endless.  Scientists & 
biologists from California, Greece, and our own wonderful 
teams here on Oahu, Kauai, & Molokai all pitched in to save this one little seal. 



  
What NO ONE understood at the very beginning was what a special soul and 
character this seal was and how he would touch every single human that met 
him.  He inspired songs to be written about him (a book of course), people to run to 
his rescue, fight for his species, and smile, even now, every time you see him at the 
Waikiki Aquarium, (WAQ).  For many of us, he was our second son.  
  
He inspired an absolute commitment from many professionals and volunteers to 
save his life when he first arrived on Ohau, after being rescued by a scientist and 
a vet at 48 hours old after his Momma abandoned him.  
  
Watches were manned by incredibly dedicated personnel to try and find the right 
formula for fish mash and later on huge concerns that he could not survive an eye 
infection.  There was a general concern for several weeks about if he was actually 
going to make it.  Once he started gaining a little weight there continued to be 
unexpected health issues.  After all, no one had attempted to raise a two day old 
monk seal to the point where he could be released back to the wild, if he did 
survive. 
 
Upon arrival on Oahu from Kauai KP2 was 
taken to Kewalo Basin to a NOAA facility to 
begin a a huge and far reaching attempt to 
save this young pup.  The Marine Mammal 
Center personnel were crucial in helping out 
this little guy, getting the right formula for 
fish mash from Greece (the monk seals there 
are a “cousin” to our HMS) and beginning the 
process of fattening up this pup.  All of this 
effort took an incredible focus and dedication. 
 
It was determined that once his weight was somewhat stabilized and he would 
survive,  and that his eyesight might benefit from being in a more natural 
habitat.   In September 2008 he was moved to a beautiful water world sea pen 
built especially for him. 
 
Volunteers rallied and 24/7 watches continued at his sea pen in Kanehoe.  Certainly 
a more comfortable place for a growing seal, but centipedes and other creatures 
made it very interesting for volunteers, who signed up to cover 24/7 for the next 



3 months.  We had a tent and a chair and the rest was up to you as an individual for 
creature comforts.  What a wonderful time in our lives to have this learning 
opportunity to help this Hawaiian treasure. 
 

September through mid-December volunteers 
and TMMC personnel continued to watch over 
KP2.  His sea pen offered many learning 
experiences and he was learning how to forage 
and build little catchments to fish for his own 
food.  That was something that had never been 
observed before and was something we all 
were very proud of.  We had such a smart 
pup!  We all also made sure that we never made 

eye contact and didn't let him see us if at all possible.   
 
He was so smart though, he knew his human Ohana were there.  Fish would be 
thrown over the fencing that was camouflaged to hide us and hide him.  However, 
as smart as we thought we were, trying to fool him into thinking fish came from 
the sky, he would come rushing out of the water to the shore when he heard 
Aubrey's VW bug pulling up to the site.  He could hear her car before we 
could.  We always knew Aubrey was on her way with his meal when he exhibited this 
behavior. 
 
In mid-December 2008 it was determined that 
his eyes had improved enough and he had 
sufficient weight gain for release into the 
wild.  As you can imagine the volunteers were all 
sad and very happy at the same time.  The 
dedication this pup had received had finally paid 

off and 
his 
release was imminent.  After all, our most 
important goal for these animals is to have 
them live wild and perpetuate the 
species.  He had been with humans 227 
days.  On December 15, 2008 the day had 
finally arrived for KP2 to go to his new home 
on Molokai.  Our hearts were in the right 



place.  There were many tears of hope and joy shed that day.  His weight was 115 
lbs. when he boarded a Coast Guard HH-65 helicopter with his original rescuers, 
David Schofield & Dr. Greg Levine. 
 
He would charm his new hosts and his winning personality to engage with humans 
would become a big concern for all looking after this newly released pup.  His antics 
and love for people on Molokai would once again make him a legend.  His gravitation 
towards people, however, was not always welcome or safe.  But, to volunteers Diane 
and Val and many others on Molokai, he would become as important to them as he 
was to all of us on Oahu.   
 

 
 
(to be continued) 
 
 


